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News Release

Comptroller Lierman Outlines Priorities for Third
Year in Office; Unveils 2025 Legislative Package

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (January 17, 2025) — Comptroller Brooke E. Lierman began her
third year in office Thursday. Since taking office in January 2023, Comptroller Lierman
has focused on working in partnership to create a state that is more equitable, resilient,
and prosperous in ways that align with the agency’s three priorities:

1.

Implement critical agency-wide improvements to help state government work
better.

. Ensure resources and expertise of the agency create opportunities for and

positively impact Maryland families, communities, and businesses; and,

Ensure Maryland is well-positioned for responsible long-term economic growth
and success.

“My team and | are focused on building a modern and responsive agency that meets the
needs of every Marylander and every Maryland business. The next two years will be
filled with continued progress that Marylanders can see,” Comptroller Lierman said. “It
has been an honor to serve as your comptroller for the past two years, and I’'m looking
forward to what’s ahead.”

Key accomplishments for Comptroller Lierman’s second year in office included:

Releasing the agency’s first State of the Economy report and two follow-up briefs
focused on immigration and child care.

Launching the Maryland Tax Connect self-service portal for businesses. To date,
users have filed more than 1.2 million returns.

Relocating more than 300 employees from the State Center Complex to newly-
renovated office space at 7 St. Paul Street in Downtown Baltimore.


https://marylandtaxes.gov/reports/static-files/research/immigration-economy.pdf
https://marylandtaxes.gov/reports/static-files/research/childcare.pdf
https://www.marylandtaxes.gov/media/2024/06-11-24-Comptroller-Completes-Relocation-of-Baltimore-Office.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.dXBuRg0Q-2B6WIcZTyhSni-2BmuBis1KOaQs2L3DAKktPEY5x7jK9QVWVzT7oMfAg-2F9m2oJuoXU785L9y5CJ6A0XTdjpgcDF6Y3GlK9IQxZzbcPR3dchWn41g9domOJGwEwguo5VKXL8CWvlT3gzPIkSoM8YZ9XBbcRzUPTdUWfZRkQ-3D-hix_iZbGlv7tdET3eYEQxgrZs1oOrOe23VGNCiYzYecMW-2BuJ0VCu2JsI1DRSI2zOmF2uDSe4Sl8C2LCClCkcM0wiXPpbECE6IcV6hwrsSu61otbR8PpficBKCl5Uhl0cYM7WLBFqjE3JjdgAcVVBHgNaP-2FDJP9iXfMuS3XN79DZ2cC8z7NNHNmDTwXuLmg65-2BDlbxu-2Fs0ahwwoAEaGae9d4yB7L4pRAKvZpPQh5BvTaBuNxdPdGLf9Bq11dZE5OzueRI2klucuDAMix-2BDSMbZPfDGyw8016q5xGqBkeUSwduqlZVI-2BHpPFsQJe-2B-2F6GuI8FxUtH0k6CeHTEFOjlYVMsWwSL0zHhYXjbay-2BCaesixIBK6QZ8imUdx-2BBpbuJt713ZZB&data=05%7C02%7Csbruck%40marylandtaxes.gov%7Cd7d2baa108544268a80d08dd3708bb65%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C638727232840519259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SM5wzHBuq9HyJ5TbIVDnuWzeH8CdKmv29j%2BJlOVoJiA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu27412881.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DLqRQ37sawgAIIlMfHocPDyc2WypSNeAL-2F8XOPFNODPzZW7f8XzyNB8dMH24CCgc6SIrCVguXueo1po-2B2Jha75ufdKyeq-2F1Zl7Pssit3NHi-2FKNYZGZ0LUlWDmiCu95vOSt9RY_xgyyHJCNW1MkJBRYFKJk5vsbWqROXhqNOxUSuEOkZSPh9GIYklgRoTzeYeiwzwuotK2ORN1813sBD19Bvu3o4fToIg8sRRMyw30NKn0EAzP7uBqgF8RmdJmDot-2B2F7SKLncSP2uhQI3VRJdR4PcSdISwXH-2Bk7VkzdxnOJTk82UESl3vMsBoSVsRrBuXJceOvvc-2F9x8fwm6FM7-2B22rhVjSFXH8jXAGOKsqANFP083qvM-3D&data=05%7C01%7CKDodge%40marylandtaxes.gov%7Cff4ea9c9cdfa4ab721a608dbf6449d32%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C638374546773083560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=igmSwD2FbQuPSPnmQ3Zt1I%2B1g9sFLuTNl5TSuL5lLA4%3D&reserved=0

o

Securing funding for new technology and personnel to support the work of the
agency.

Hosting 300 people from 100 Maryland nonprofits and governmental
organizations for the agency’s inaugural Nonprofit Conference and releasing an
impact report with key takeaways

Launching a new secure portal for Marylanders to report suspected tax fraud
under the Whistleblower Reward Program.

Receiving a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from
the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada
(GFOA) for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report
for the 44" consecutive year.

Partnering with Drexel University to develop the first-of-its-kind Maryland
Procurement Playbook; and,

Passing several pieces of legislation to support Marylanders including:

Electronic Tax and Fee Return Filing Requirements

Tax Assistance for Low-Income Marylanders

Stop Scam Tax Preparers Act

Later this month, Maryland will be one of 25 states to participate in the IRS Direct File
program, allowing more than 870,000 eligible Marylanders to file their state and federal
taxes securely online, at no cost.

The agency will also increase accountability and transparency with the launch of other
new tools to improve interactions and the customer experience, including:

A new Comptroller of Maryland website.

MYCOMConnect, a new platform allowing the agency to better track progress in
interactions with customers, including calls and emails.

A new Board of Public Works Dashboard, making it easier for the public to track
where and how tax dollars are spent.

In the coming weeks, Comptroller Lierman will also introduce a trio of bills during the
2025 Maryland General Assembly Legislative Session focused on modernizing and


https://www.marylandtaxes.gov/media/2024/06-07-24-Bridging-Communities-Conference-Connects-Over-300-Nonprofits-Government-Partners.pdf
https://www.marylandtaxes.gov/media/2024/12-30-24-Comptroller-Releases-Nonprofit-Impact-Report.pdf
https://www.marylandtaxes.gov/media/2024/06-27-24-Comptroller-Launches-Secure-Portal-to-Report-Suspected-Business-Tax-Fraud.pdf
https://www.marylandtaxes.gov/media/2024/11-12-24-Comptrollers-Office-Receives-Award-for-Financial-Reporting.pdf
https://www.marylandtaxes.gov/reports/static-files/research/MD-Procurement-Playbook.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.dXBuRg0Q-2B6WIcZTyhSni-2BmuBis1KOaQs2L3DAKktPEblY-2BI-2BTbvJ4qh4Oon57VVogcI4BLz0J5OpxzxHemk3VXEpvvIT3NaUXTpw5TNuLgfxyt042MAdPluYpB0PQpvFHRg3bQutqt-2ByX9qhjRa5Lg-3D-3DueTY_iZbGlv7tdET3eYEQxgrZs1oOrOe23VGNCiYzYecMW-2BuJ0VCu2JsI1DRSI2zOmF2uDSe4Sl8C2LCClCkcM0wiXPpbECE6IcV6hwrsSu61otbR8PpficBKCl5Uhl0cYM7WLBFqjE3JjdgAcVVBHgNaP-2FDJP9iXfMuS3XN79DZ2cC8z7NNHNmDTwXuLmg65-2BDlbxu-2Fs0ahwwoAEaGae9d4yB7L4pRAKvZpPQh5BvTaBuNzwuxUqMi7B3dJ-2BKuZW-2F91SkRHQ6vEfjH8O3uL-2BDm7JZjbCFSV91IAo5wXIXpnLIMIMYh4rN-2BkmKnAwfAvkA-2BVeynI15WBR4Fw1I-2FJM-2BBCngs6zdJAouhNbcaTCA2-2F-2BvHs-2BkzKqEiiziI-2FtktGaocgB&data=05%7C02%7Csbruck%40marylandtaxes.gov%7Cd7d2baa108544268a80d08dd3708bb65%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C638727232840585545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YTaQD3voq840gOiAiI4LrKF5gTgGVUrNCyjrhFS%2Ba3o%3D&reserved=0
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/chapters_noln/Ch_729_hb0455T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/chapters_noln/Ch_727_hb0451T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/chapters_noln/Ch_731_hb0452T.pdf
https://www.marylandtaxes.gov/directfile/index.php

improving the business processes and practices of the agency to help the government
work better for Marylanders.

The first bill would update the Abandoned Property Act, which governs Maryland’s
Unclaimed Property program, to allow the state to collect newer forms of property,
including virtual currency (cryptocurrency), gift cards, and certain individual retirement
accounts. The proposal would also allow Marylanders to receive their unclaimed
property, valued at less than $5,000, faster and without requiring the filing of a claim.
This complements the agency’s modernization efforts and implementation of new
technology.

The second bill will increase government efficiency by allowing the Comptroller’s Office
to send letters encouraging businesses to share information about the Earned Income
Tax Credit using the Maryland Tax Connect portal. This would save the agency
$145,000 in annual mailing costs.

The third proposal would update the Field Enforcement Bureau Citation Process to
ensure employees are not penalized for wrongful and illegal actions of employers.
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